
Moving machine parts have the potential to cause severe workplace injuries, such as crushed 
fingers, amputations, burns, or blindness. Safeguards are essential for protection from 
preventable injuries. Any machine part, function, or process that may cause injury must be 
safeguarded. When the operation of a machine or accidental contact injure the operator or 
others in the vicinity, the hazards must be eliminated or controlled. 

THE FACTS

COMPLIANCE WITH OSHA REGULATIONS

MACHINE GUARDING SERVICES
Gallagher Bassett Technical Services (GBTS) provides professional risk management services in 
the areas of environmental, health and safety, building sciences, and construction.

• In 2020, the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics determined that over 29,000 injuries related to being  
   caught in, or compressed by, equipment occurred, 142 of which resulted in a fatality. 

• For the last 10 years, improper machine guarding has been one of the Top 10 most frequently cited  
   standards by Federal OSHA (29 CFR 1910.212).

• Each year, workers who operate and maintain machinery suffer approximately 18,000 amputations,  
   lacerations, crushing injuries, abrasions.

• The National Safety Council (NSC) estimates that with the machine worker average injury costs nearly  
   $30,000 in lost time alone. This does not include machine down-time and overtime to make up for  
   lost production. The actual total cost can range from 4 to 10 times the visible, direct cost from an  
   insurance company. An accident can result in OSHA fines up to $100,000 per machine or more if the  
   violation is found to be willful.

To assure your company is in compliance with 
OSHA machine guarding regulations, first 
determine if the requirements listed in regulation 
29 CFR Subpart O - Machinery and Machine 
Guarding are being met. This can be achieved by:

• Understanding the OSHA requirements for   
   equipment specific requirements.

• Conducting Machine Guarding Assessments to  
   determine gaps. This is applicable whether the  
   equipment product is new, has undergone   
   equipment changes, or is currently running.

• Ensuring Safety programs and procedures are in  
   place.



WHAT WE DO
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SOLUTIONS

WE PROVIDE

GBTS can work with you to create a safety management plan that includes this and any other new 
regulations. We can also review your current plan to identify any gaps or potential hazard situations. An 
all-inclusive EHS (Environmental, Health & Safety) program, including machine guarding, can assist to 
mitigate risk and create the possibility of reduced premiums for workers compensation insurance. 
Safeguarding your company against potential OSHA fines, workers compensation litigation and overall 
reduced productivity is critical.

GBTS has experts on staff who can assist in identifying gaps in machine guarding and help develop 
programs and assist in training your workers to help your company meet or exceed OSHA requirements. 

• A training program that includes all workers, including seasonal and temporary.

• Proper instruction and understanding of how a machine works, and how machine safeguards protect
employees and reduce the risk of injury.

• A schedule of regular, accurate inspections and maintenance to ensure safeguards are in place.

• Best management work practices and procedures for work performed in, on, with and around machines.

• A relationship with a company who can provide regular OSHA / legislative change notifications for your
industry.

The safety program should include:

• Remediation Design / Oversight Monitoring

• Structural / Mechanical / Electrical Evaluations

• Storm Water Prevention Plans (SWP3)

• Construction Consulting (Draw Reviews)

• Construction Safety Management

• Catastrophe Response Services

• Expert Witness Testimony

• Asbestos and Lead-based Paint Inspections
• Indoor Air Quality / Mold / Microbiological

Inspections
• Health & Safety Inspections
• Development of Operations & Maintenance Plans
• Building Envelope Evaluations
• Property Damage Assessments
• Environmental Site Assessments

For more information regarding machine guarding services, contact us today at 
GBTS.Marketing@gbtpa.com


